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ceremonies which are observed when foreigners come
to treat of peace, another who has the inspection of
the public works, four others charged with the
arrangement of the festivals with which they
publicly entertain the Nation, and such Strangers as
come to visit them. All these Ministers, who
execute the will of the great Chief are treated with
the same respect and obedience as if he personally
gave the orders.

Each year the people assemble to plant one vast
field with Indian corn, beans, pumpkins, and melons,
and then again they collect in the same way to gather
the harvest. A large cabin situated on a beautiful
prairie is set apart to hold the fruits of this harvest.
Once in the summer, toward the end of July, the
people gather by order of the great Chief, to be
present at a grand feast which he gives them. This
Festival lasts for three days and three nights, and
each one contributes what he can to furnish it; some
bring game, others fish, etc. They have almost
constant dances, while the great Chief and his sister
are in an elevated lodge covered with boughs, from
whence they can see the joy of their subjects. The
Princes, the Princesses, and those who by their office
are of distinguished rank, are arranged very near
the Chief, to whom they show their respect and
submission by an infinite variety of ceremonies.

The great Chief and his sister make their entrance
in the place of the assembly on a litter borne by
eight of their greatest men: the Chief holds in his
hand a great scepter ornamented with painted
plumes, and all the people dance and sing about him
in testimony of the public joy. The last day of this
Feast he causes all his subjects to approach, and



